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What is the EU’s understanding of the bioeconomy…..
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• ~8.9% of the EU workforce

• ~75% employed in agriculture, food and drink 

industry

• 4.7% of GDP

• Sectors with “High value added/person 

employed” e.g. bio-based pharmaceuticals, 

chemicals and plastics

A key sector of the EU economy 



• SUSTAINABILITY and 

CIRCULARITY at its core

• SYSTEM-wide approach 

• Policies across sectors, 

addressing trade-offs, co-benefits

• More than research & innovation

• Delivering for the citizens, in 

particular in rural areas

• A set of 14 well-defined actions 

including a monitoring system 

with clear indicators

The EU Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan
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“The European Green Deal is 

Europe’s Man on the Moon 

Moment” December 2020

“The fossil fuel economy has 

reached its limits!” July 2021



See Factsheet on How the bioeconomy contributes to the Green Deal (https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-

law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/66722c8d-2e03-11eb-b27b-01aa75ed71a1)
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National Bioeconomy Strategies



Regional Bioeconomy Strategies

Bayern Bioeconomy 
Strategy 

Flanders 
Bioeconomy 
Strategy 

North Karelia 2040 
Strategy

European Forest Institute - Bioregions Facility

The Bioregions Facility promotes Trans-regional 

cooperation for a sustainable and integrative forest-

based circular bioeconomy.



Interactive bioeconomy country dashboard



Objectives of the study:

• Mapping regulatory frameworks with a focus 

on regional bioeconomy strategies

• Analysis of commonalities and divergences 

among regional strategies across the EU

Study on mapping the deployment of regional 
bioeconomies in Europe

• objectives of the strategies

• bio-based sectors covered

• biomass resources addressed

• economic resources mobilised

• bioeconomy enabling measures 

and instruments 

designed/planned



• Joint survey 2019 

(KCB, IEA Task 42, 

BBI JU)

• Report 2017

(SWECO, Spatial 

Foresight GmbH)

• Joint survey 2018 

(KCB, BBI JU, IEA)

Mapping of bioeconomy strategies



• Drive to develop sustainable, circular bioeconomies reflects 

the need, for more integrated policy approaches that are 

long-term in character.

• Seeks to address multi-dimensional objectives such as 

jobs, competitiveness, sustainability and rural and regional 

development

• Diversity of the bioeconomy development amongst MS

• Unevenness of bioeconomy strategy development -

challenge & opportunity

• Bioeconomy needed to effectively address and deliver on 

the implementation of the EGD and on the post-Covid 19 

recovery.

• 10 key policy messages to guide strategy development

• Disseminate widely & seek implementation 

Bioeconomy Mutual Learning Exercise



• Bioeconomy Progress Report (Q1 2022)

• Reporting on the progress of the implementation of the 2018 EU Bioeconomy Strategy, 

as well as the general progress of the bioeconomy in Europe

• E.g., progress of Action 2.3 (“support the development of national/regional bioeconomy 

strategies, including remote areas and candidate and accession countries”)

• Framing the bioeconomy within the new policy context, e.g. the European Green Deal

• Major Bioeconomy Conference in Brussels on 8th and 9th June 2021 

• High-level participation of bioeconomy policy makers and stakeholders 

• Objectives: present the findings of the Progress Report; and outline and discuss the 

pathways for sustainable bioeconomy towards 2050

Next steps
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The EU‘s Bioeconomy Policy:

https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/

Bioeconomy country dashboard:

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/visualisation/bioeconomy-different-countries_en#survey

Deploying the bioeconomy in the EU

A framework approach for bioeconomy strategy development: 10 policy recommendations for building 

national bioeconomies toward a fair and just climate neutral Europe:

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2cf89630-e2bc-11eb-895a-01aa75ed71a1/
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